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KEY FINDINGS

» We identified 757 oil slicks in the Mediterranean Sea from July 2020 -
January 2024 covering 1.9 million hectares.

» The exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of Greece had the highest number
of oil slicks in the Mediterranean (182), followed by Italy (163) and

Egypt (102).

* More than 75% of the vessels associated with an oil slick were oil/
chemical tankers.

* Six flag states — Marshall Islands, Panama, Malta, Singapore, Liberia,
Togo — were associated with over 60% of slicks by identifiable vessels.

 Six repeat polluters were associated with more than 1 oil slick. These
vessels included a container ship flagged by Egypt and oil/chemical
tankers flagged by Hong Kong, Panama, Russia, Marshall Islands,
and Liberia.

« Two minimally-protected marine protected areas (MPAs) -
Mediterranean Cetacean Migration Corridor and the Pelagos Sanctuary
for the Conservation of Marine Mammals — saw the greatest number of
oil slicks inside their borders.




The Mediterranean is a crucial biodiversity hub

11% of all marine species in less
than 1% of the global marine area.’

Methodology

1 ETC-UMA, “An assessment of marine biodiversity p ion in the N 1Sea: a tt d global biodiversity hotspot”, Interreg Med Biodiversity Protection project, 2022. 2 EEA, Mediterranean Sea region briefing - The european
environment - state and outlook 2015. (2020, November 23). 3 Gallardo, B. et al. Risks posed by invasive species to the provision of ecosystem services in Europe. Nat Commun 15, 2631 (2024). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-024-46818-3.
4 The Nature Conservancy, “Why we're committing to 30x30: Protect 30% of Land & Water by 2030."




MEDITERRANEAN SEA OIL SLICKS
July 2020 - January 2024

In December 2021, the Sentinel-1B satellite failed,
effectively halving the quantity of images available.
Despite the loss of the satellite, the percentage of
anthropogenic oil slicks per analyzed image
remained steady.




14 slicks

These vessels left the
scene before a satellite image
captured the slick.
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REPEAT POLLUTERS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN

Six vessels were associated with oil slicks in the Mediterranean Sea on more than one occasion.
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Affected Exclusive Economic Zones
in the Mediterranean Sea
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Most impacted EEZ by oil slick count

> GREECE 182
ltaly 163
Egypt 102
Spain | | g 79
Cyprus | | 72
Algeria | | 72
Libya | | 68
Turkey | 48
Tunisia 132
Syria 24
Malta 22
France 20
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Most impacted EEZ by oil slick Most impacted EEZ by percent of area affected
count and area combined SYRIA
Monaco
Egypt 1.4
Algeria 1.4
Cyprus 1.4
Greece 0.9
Malta| 0.8
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Spain | 0.6
> EGYPT < ftaly ] 0.6
0 1 2 3

EEZ Data source: Maritime Boundaries and Exclusive Economic Zones, version 11. (marineregions.org) 7



Protectlon level: Mlmmally Protected’

The migration corridor was established in
2018 and added to the Specially Protected
Areas of Mediterranean Importance
(SPAMI) list. Its creation was intended to
protect both migratory cetaceans like

fin whales, an IUCN-listed endangered
species, and non-migratory species
present in the area, such as dolphins,
pilot whales, sperm whales, sea turtles
and sea birds.Though the assessment is
incomplete, MPAtlas found the area to be
only minimally protected.’

created, with multiple nations agreeing to
protect marine mammals and their habitat
against human disturbance. France, ltaly,
and Monaco signed the Pelagos agreement
in 1999, and the sanctuary came into effect
in February 2002. The area includes breeding
and feeding grounds of multiple endangered
or vulnerable cetaceans, including fin
whales, sperm whales, and pilot whales, as
well as other marine mammals. Though the
assessment is incomplete, MPAtlas found
the area to be only minimally protected."

1 MPAtlas, Marine Conservation Institute (www.MPAtlas.org). MPA Data Source: World Database on Protected Areas (www.protectedplanet.net/en)
2 Top 6 impacted MPAs by % area: 1) Isola di Montecristo e Formica di Montecristo, 2) Zona fil-Bahar fil-Lvant, 3) Zona fil-Bahar fil-Grigal, 4) Zona fil-Bahar fit-Tramuntana,
5) Nisides Stamfani Kai Arpyia (Strofades) Kai Thalassia Zoni, 6) Corredor de migracion de cetaceos del Mediterraneo

del Medltgrrarh-ln
Spaln (detailed to the left). It is
also the only one of the 6 areas
that has been assessed
by MPAtlas."
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Each point represents an MPA, listed in footnote 2.







